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The  Nelson   Memorandum. 


BY  the  lamented  death,  on  December  5th,  1009,  nf  Mr.  H,  M.  Woollan,  the 
Nelson  Memorandum,  which  had  been  secured  for  the  nation  by  his  patriotic 
liberality,  passed  into  the  keeping  of  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum, 
in  accordance  with  the  arrangement  described  on  page  7  of  this  pamphlet  The 
pamphlet,  which  was  prepared  under  Mr.  Woollan's  instructions  while  the  Memorandum 
was  in  his  possession,  contains  so  much  matter  of  general  interest  in  connection  with 
this  historic  document  that  the  Trustees  readily  agreed  to  take  over  the  remaining 
stock  from  the  Corporation  of  Tunbridge  Wells,  and  to  place  it  on  sale  with  the  other 
publications  of  the  British  Museum. 

A  transcript  of  one  of  the  official  copies  of  the  Memorandum,  which  was 
communicated  to  the  captain  of  ever)-  ship  in  the  fleet,  is  printed  (together  with  other 
Nelson  and  naval  documents)  in  the  Guide  to  the  Naval  Exhibition  held  in  the  Briti.sh 
Museum  on  the  occasion  of  the   Nelson   Centenar}-  in    1905. 

F.    G.    KENVUX. 

British  Mlshum,  , 

April,    1 910. 


Horatio 
Lord  Nelson 


In  his  Cabin  on  Board 

H.M.S.    \'lCTORY, 

October,  1S05. 
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Batik  of  Trafakar. 


Nelsons    general    memorandum 
to    the    fleet. 

HIS  Memorandum  was  written  by  Admiral  Lord  Nelson  on  board  the  "  \-ictory,"  while  lying  „fr 
Cadiz,  on  the  loth  October,  1S05,  for  the  instrurtions  of  his  Captains. 

The  liattle  of  Trafalgar  was  fought  on  the  21st  October.  1805. 

The   original  draft  of  the   Memo,   differs  slightlv    from   the  copies  written   by   John  Scott, 
AnMiRAL  LoRii  Nelson's  Secretary,  for  distribution  to  the  Fleet. 
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6  BATTLE    OF    TRAFALGAR. 

Nelson's  scheme  carried  immeHiate  conviction  to  his  Officers,  who  were  unnnimously  confident  that  it 
could  not  bat  be  successful.  The  men  of  the  Fleet  were  likewise  animated  with  a  ferlinfj  of  confidence  in  the 
issue.     No  one,  for  a  moment,  considered  the  possibility  of  defeat. 

The  Memorandum  passed  (through  what  channel  is  not  known)  into  the  possession  of  Admiral  Sir  (ieorge 

l?01)NEY  MtlNDY,  K.C.B. 

It  is  stated  by  the  late  owner  of  the  Memorandum,  Mr.  William  Jackson,  that  his  father  was  a  personal 
attendant  upon  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney  Mundy,  to  whom  he  was  greatly  attached,  and  that  this 
sentiment  was  reciprocated  by  the  Atlmiral,  who  fully  appreciated  his  services  and  attentions.  The  Admiral 
before  his  death  made  a  present  to  his  faithful  attendant  of  his  old  desk  and  its  contents.  Amongst  the 
papers  in  his  desk  was  the  famous  Memorandum. 

Mr.  William  Jackson,  according  to  the  reports,  goes  on  to  say  that  the  document  remained  in  his  father's 
keeping  until  his  death  in  1884,  and  then  passed  into  his  own  possession. 

The  Meinoranduin  was  offeied  for  sale  by  Messrs.  Ciiristif,  at  their  Sale  Rooms  in  London  on 
March    i-i-th,   1905,  and    was    purchased  by   Mr.   Frank    Saiun,  of    Shaftesbury  .\venue,   London,   for  /"3,6oo. 

.Mr.  Benjamin  .Minors  Woollan,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  a  Councillor  of  the  Borough  of  Tunbridge 
Wells,  informed  Mr.  Sahix  that  if  no  institution  or  other  person  was  prepared  to  buy  the  Mcmoramhmi,  he 
would  purchase  it  and,  after  negotiation,  SLibsequently  pur(  hased  it  for  the  sum  of  ^3,(100. 
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Mr.  WooLi.AN  nolil'tecl  lo  the  Mayor  and  Town  Clrrk  of  TiiiibrHlge  Wells  that  he  wished  the  Memorandum 
to  be  entrusted  to  the  care  of  the  Town  Council  of  Tunbridge  Wells  during  his  life,  or  Lintil  he  desired  to 
remove  the  same,  and  that  on  his  death  the  Memorancknu  should  be  delivered  to  the  Ikitish  Museum  to  become 
the  property  of  the  Nation. 

A  meeting  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  of  tin;  Town  Council  was  called,  and  presented  the 
following  Report  to  the  Town  Council  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  bth  day  of  June,  igo6  : — 

''The  General  Puri)Oses  Committee  beg  to  report  as  follows  :  — 

"The  Council  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that  Mr.  Councillnr  Woullan.  J.P.,  has  purchaicil  .Admiral 
Lord  Nelson's  original  Memorandum  of  his  Plan  of  Attack  upon  the  Enemy  at  the  Battle  of  Trafalgar 
with  the  object  of  preserving  it  to  the  Nation,  and  your  Committee  think  that  Tunbridge  Wells  and  its 
Town  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  possessing  a  Councillor  actuated  by  such  patriotic  feelings. 

"  Mr.  Councilhjr  WooUaii  is  desirous  that  at  his  death  the  Memorandum  should  pass  into  the 
custody  of  the  British  Museum,  but  he  wishes  that  during  his  lifetime  (unless  for  anv  cause  he  should 
desire  to  remove  it)  the  Memorandum  should  be  entrusted  to  the  care  of  the  Corporation  of  Tunbridge 
Wells  with  the  object  of  affording  to  residents  and  visitors  an  opportuinty  of  inspecting  so  unique  a  relic 
of  Britain's  greatest  Admiral.  The  Memorandum  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Lord  Nelson,  and  was  prepared 
by  him  on  board  H.M.S,  Victory,  off  Cadiz,  on  the  gth  OctidxT,  1S05.  It  details  his  proposed  plan  of 
attack  at  the  Battle  of  Trafalgar  which  proved  so  gloriously  successful  and  gave  to  Great  Britain  the 
undisputed  command  of  the  seas.  It  appears  to  have  passed  into  the  possession  of  Admiral  Sir  George 
Mundy,  K.C.B.,  and  from  him  to  the  father  of  the  recent  owner,  by  whom  it  was  sold  at  Christia's  to 
Mr.  Sabin.  from  whom  it  was  ultimately  acquired  by   Mr.  Councillor  Woollan." 


.  BATTLE    or    TKAhALGAK. 

o 

"  The  Committee  recommend  the  Council  :  — 

"(i)  To  accept  with  feelings  of  extreme  gratification  the  proposal  made  by  Mr.  Councdlor 
Woollan  to  entrust  this  priceless  relic  of  Admiral  Lord  Nelson  to  the  care  of  the  Corporation, "and  to 
authorise  the  Mayor  to  affix  the  seal  of  the  Council  to  an  agreement  embodying,  the  necessary  arrangements 
in  that  behalf; 

■'(•-!)   To  refer  the  matter  to  the  Watch  dnimittee  to  carry  out  the  necessary  details.  " 

This  Report  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  ■r()v\n  Council. 

The   Frame  for   the   Memorandum    is    made  of   oak    from   .Vdmiral   Lord   Nelson's    flagship,    ll.M.S. 
"Victory,"  and  has  been  presented  by  the  Lords  of  the  .Admiralty. 


COPY     OF  'THE     WORDING     OF 

LORD     NELSON'S    ORIGINAL     MEMORANDUM 
OF     HIS     PLAN     OF     ATTACK     UPON     THE     ENEMY 
AT     THE     BATTLE     OF    TRAFALGAR. 


% 


"  '  Victory,"  off  Cadiz, 

"gth  of  October,  1805. 
•j"  Thinking  it  almost  impossible  to  bring  a  Fleet  of  forty  Sail  of  the  Line  into  a  Line  of  Battle  in 
variable  winds,  thick  weather,  and  other  circumstances  which  must  occur,  without  such  a  loss  of  time  that  the 
opportunity  would  probably  be  lost  of  bringing  the  Enemy  to  Battle  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  the  business 
decisive  ;  I  have  therefore  made  up  my  mind  to  keep  the  Fleet^in  that  position  of  sailing  (with  the  exception 
of  the  First  and  Second  in  Command)  that  the  Order  of  Sailing  is  to  be  the  Order  of  Battle:  placing  the 
Fleet  in  two  Lines  of  sixteen  ships  each  with  an  Advanced  Squadron]|of  eight  of  the  fastest  sailing  two-decked 
ships;  which  will  always  make,  if  wanted,  a  Lme  of  twenty-four  Sail,  on  whichever  Line  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  may  direct. 

"  The  Second  in  Command  will,  after  my  intentions  are  made  known  to  him,  have  the  entire  direction  of 
his  Line  ;  to  make  the  attack  upon  the  enemy,  and  to  follow  up  the  blow  until  they  are  captured  or  destroyed. 
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"If  the  Kneiny's  Fleet  should  be  seen  to  windward  in  Line  of  Battle,  and  that  the  two  Lines  and 
Advanced  Squadron  can  fetch  them,  they  will  probably  be  so  [extended  that  their  \'an  could  not  succour 
their  rear:  I  should  therefore  probably  make  the  Second  in  Command's  signal  to  lead  through  about  their 
twelfth  ship  from  their  rear  (or  wherever  he  could  fetch,  if  not  able  to  get  so  far  advanced).  .My  Line  would 
lead  through  about  their  centre  :  and  the  .Advanced  Squadron  to  cut  two  or  three  or  four  ships  ahead  of  their 
centre,  so  as  to  ensure  getting  at  their  Commander-in-Chief  on  whom  every  ettort  must  be  made  to  capture. 

"The  whole  impression  of  the  Fkitish  Fleet  must 'be,  to  overpower  from  two  or  three  ships  ahead  of 
their  Commander-in-Chief,  supposed  to  be  in  the  centre,  to  the  rear  of  their  Fleet. 

"  I  will  suppose  twenty  Sail  of  the  Enemy's  Line  to  be  untouched:  it  must  be  some  time  before  they 
co'jld  perform  a  manoeuvre  to  bring  their  force  compact  to  attack  any  part  of  the  British  Fleet  engaged,  or  to 
succour  their  own  ships ;  which  indeed  would  be  impossible,  without  mixing  with  the  ships  engaged.  The 
Enemy's  Fleet  is  supposed  to  consist  of  forty  six  Sail  of  the  Line  ;  British  fleet  of  forty:*  if  either  is  less, 
only  a  proportionate  number  of  Enemy's  ships  are  to  ,be  cut  oil ;  British  to  be  one  fourth  superior  to  the 
Enemy  cut  off. 

"Something  must  be  left  to  chance,  nothing  is  sure  in  a  sea  fight,  beyond  all  others  ;  shot  will  carry 
away  the  masts  and  yards  of  friends  as  well  as  foes :  but  I  look  with  confidence  to  a  victory  before  the  van  of 
the  Enemy  could  succour  their  rear;  and  then  that  the  British  Fleet  would  most  of  them  be  readv  to  receive 
their  twenty  sail  of  the  Line,  or  to  pursue  them  should  they  endeavour  to  make  off. 


With  such  an  inferiority  of  force  as  this  liis  Lordship  confidently  expected  not  only  to  yain  a  decisive  victory,  but  (to  use 
his  (Avn  favou.-ilc  phrase)  "  completely  to  tiiimliilale  the  Enemy's  Fleet." 
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"If  the  \'an  of  the  Llnemy  tack,  the  captured  ships  must  run  to  leeward  of  the  British  Fleet:  if  the 
Enemy  wears,  the  British  must  place  themselves  between  the  I'.nemy  and  the  captured,  and  disabled  British 
Ships  :   and  should  the  Enemy  close,  I  have  no  fear  as  to  the  result. 

"  The  Second  in  Command  will,  in  all  possible  thinf^s,  direct  the  movements  of  his  Line,  by  keeping 
them  as  compact  as  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  will  admit.  Captains  are  to  look  to  their  particular  Line 
as  their  rallying  point  :  but  in  case  signals  can  neither  be  seen  or  perfectly  understood,  no  Cajjtain  c  an  do  very 
wrong  if  he  places  his  ship  ah^ngside  that  of  an  Enemy. 

"  Of  the  intended  attack  from  to  windward,  the  enemy  in  Line  of  Battle  ready  to  receive  an  attack  : 


B. 


The  divisions  of  the  British  Fleet  will  be  brought  nearly  within  gunshot  of  the  Enemy's  centre.  The  signal 
will  most  probably  then  be  made  for  the  Lee  Line  to  bear  up  together;  to  set^all  their  sails,  even  steering  sails,* 
in  order  to  get  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the  Enemy's  Line  ;  and  to  cut  through,  beginning  from  the  twelfth  ship 
from  the  Enemy's  rear.  Some  ships  may  not  get  through  their  exact  place,  but  they  will  always  be  at  hand  to 
assist  their  friends,  and  if  any  are  thrown  round  the  rear  of  the  Enemy,  the}'  will  effectually  complete  the 
business  of  twelve  Sail  of  the  Enemy. 

*  Vide  instructions  for  signal  Yellow  or  the  Blue,  fly  page  17  eighth  flag  Signal  Book,  with  reference  to  appendix. 
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"Should  the  luiemy  wear  together,  or  bear  up  and  sail  lart^e,  still  the  twelve  ships  composing  in  the 
hrst  position  the  Enemy's  rear,  are  to  be  the  object  of  attack  of  the  Lee  Line,  unless  otherwise  directed  from  the 
Commander-in-Chief  :  which  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  ;  as  the  entire  management  of  the  Lee  Line,  after  the 
intentions  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  are  signified,  is  intended  to  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  Admiral 
commanding  that  Line. 

I'he  remainder  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  thirty  four  Sail,  are  to  be  left  to  the  management  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief;  who  will  endeavour  to  take  care  that  the  movements  of  the  Second  in  ComiuaiuJ  are  as 
little  interrupted  as  is  possible. 


SWaMKHBUaaHBG 


PLAN     OF     THE     ATTACK     BY      LORD     NELSON     ON     THE     COMBINED     FLEETS. 

OCTOBER     21st,     1805. 


{t\'fi,,lti\iin  .1  (•lint  f'libli'-licti  ill  iSo^). 


Despatch  of  Vice-admiral  Collingwood 
after  the  battle  of  trafalgar. 

"  '  EURYALUS,'  olT  Cape  Tr;ifalgar,  Oct.  22,  1805. 
"  Sir, 

"The  ever-to-be-lamented  death  of  \'ice-Admiral  Lord  \"iscoLint  Nelson,  wlio,  in  the  late  conflict  with 

the  enemy,  fell   in  the  hour  of  victory,   leaves  me  the  duty  of    informing  my   Lords   Commissioners  of  the 

Admiralty,  that  on  the  19th  inst.  it  was  communicated  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  from  the  ships  watching 

the  motions  of  the   enemy  in   Cadiz,  that   the  combined  fleet  had  put  to  sea  ;   as  they  sailed  in  light  winds 

westerly,  his  Lordship  concluded  tiieir  destination  was  the  .Mediterranean,  and   immediately   made   all  sail  for 

the  Streights  Entrance,  with  the   liritish  Squadron,  consisting  of  27  ships,  three  of  them  si.\ty-fours,  where  his 

Lordship  was  informed  by  Captain  Bla(  kwood,  (whose  vigilance  in  watching,  and  giving  notice  of  the  enemy's 

movements,  has  been  highl\-  meritorious),  that  they  had  not  yet  passed  the  Streights. 

"On  Monday  the  21st  inst.  at  daybreak,  when  Cape  Trafalgar  bore  I';,  by  S.  about  7  leagues,  the  enemy 
was  discovered  six  or  seven  miles  to  the  eastward,  the  wind  about  west  and  very  light  ;  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  immediately  made  the  signal  for  the  fleet  to  bear  up  in  two  cohnnns,  as  they  are  formed  for  sailing  ; 
a  mode  of  attack  his  Lordship  had  previously  directed,  to  avoitl  the  inconvenience  of  delay  in  forming  a  line 
of  battle  in  the  usual  mannrr.  The  enemy's  line  consisted  of  33  ships  (of  which  iS  were  Freiuh  and 
15  Spanish),  commanded   in   chief  bs-  .Admiral  \'illeiicuve,  the  .Spaniards  under  tiie  direction  of  Ciiavina,  wore 
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with  their  heads  to  the  nortliward.  and  furmed  their  line  of  ijattle  with  great  coohiess  and  correctness; 
but  as  the  mode  of  attack  was  unusual,  so  the  structure  of  their  line  was  new  ;  it  formed  a  crescent,  convexing 
t(i  leeward  :  so  that  in  leading  down  t(.)  their  centre,  I  had  both  their  van  and  rear  abaft  ihi;  beam  :  before  the 
fire  opened  every  alternate  ship  was  about  a  cable's  length  to  the  windward  of  her  second  a-head  and  a-stern, 
forming  a  kind  of  a  double  line,  and  appeared,  when  on  their  beam  to  leave  a  very  little  interval  between 
them,  and  this  without  crowding  their  ships.  Admiral  Villeneuve  was  in  the  '  FiucENrAURE  '  in  the  centre,  and 
the  '  Prinxipe  d'Asturias  '  bore  Gravina's  flag  in  the  rear;  but  the  French  and  Spanish  ships  were  mixed 
without  any  apparent  regard  to  order  of  national  squadron. 

"  .As  the  mode  of  our  attack  had  been  previously  determined  on,  and  communicated  to  the  Flag  Officers 
and  Captains,  few  signals  were  necessary,  and  none  were  made  ;  except  to  direct  close  order  as  the  lines  bore 
down.  The  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  'Victory'  led  the  weather  column,  and  the  '  Roval  Sovereign,' 
which  bore  my  flag,  the  lee.  The  action  began  at  12  o'clock,  by  the  leading  ships  of  the  columns  breaking 
through  the  enemy's  line,  the  Commander-in-Chief  aboLit  the  tenth  ship  from  the  van,  the  second  in  command 
about  the  twelfth  from  the  rear,  leaving  the  van  of  the  enemy  unoccupied  ;  the  succeeding  ships  breaking 
through  in  all  parts,  astern  of  their  leaders  and  engaging  the  enemy  at  the  muzzles  of  their  guns ;  the  conflict 
was  severe  ;  the  enemy's  ships  were  fought  with  a  gallantry  highly  honourable  to  their  OtTicers,  but  the  attack 
on  them  was  irresistible,  and  it  pleased  the  .Almighty  Disposer  of  all  events,  to  grant  his  Majesty's  arms 
a  complete  and  glorious  victory  ;  about  three  p.m.  many  of  the  enemy's  ships  having  struck  their  colours,  their 
line  gave  way  ;  .Admiral  Cjravina  with  ten  ships  joining  their  frigates  to  leeward,  stood  towards  Cadiz.  The 
five  headmost  ships  in  their  van  tacked,  and  standing  to  the  southward,  to  windward  of  the  British  line,  were 
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engaged,  and  the  sternmost  of  them  taken;  the  others  went  oH  leaving  to  his  Majesty's  squadron  nineteen 
ships  of  tlie  line  (of  which  two  are  first  rates,  the  'Samtissima  Trimdada.'  and  the  'Santa  Anna'),  with  three 
l'"lag  OfTicers,  viz.  Admiral  Villeneuve,  the  Commander-in-Chief;  Don  Ignatio  Maria  D'Aliva,  \'ice-Admiral ; 
and  the  Spanish  Rear-Admiral  Don  I5altazar  Hidalgo  Dimeros. 

"  After  such  a  victory  it  may  appear  unnecessary  to  enter  into  encomiums  on  the  particular  parts  taken 
by  the  several  Commanders;  the  conclusion  says  more  on  the  subject  than  1  have  language  to  express  ;  the 
spirit  which  animated  all  was  the  same  ;  when  all  exert  themselves  zealously  in  their  country's  service,  all 
deserve  that  their  high  merits  should  sUuid  recorded  ;  and  never  was  high  merit  more  conspicuous  than  in  the 
battle  I  have  described. 

"  The  '  .AcHiLLE  '  (a  French  74),  after  having  surrendered,  by  some  mismanagement  of  the  Frenchmen,  took 
lire  and  blew  up  ;  200  of  her  mon  were  saved  by  the  tenders.  .A  circumstance  occurred  during  the  action, 
which  so  strongly  marks  the  invincible  spirit  of  British  seamen,  when  engaging  the  enemies  of  their  country, 
that  1  cannot  resist  the  pleasure  I  have  in  making  it  known  to  their  Liudships;  the  '  rKMHRAiRE  '  was  boarded 
by  accident,  or  design,  by  a  French  shi])  on  one  side  and  a  Spaniard  on  the  other  :  the  contest  was  vigorous. 
but  in  the  end.  the  condjined  ensigns  were  torn  from  the  poo]),  and  the  iiritish  hoisted  in  their  jilaces. 

■'  SLi<h  a  battle  could  not  be  fnuf^iil  uithout  su-taining  a  great  loss  of  men.  [  have  not  only  tn  lament, 
in  conmion  with  the  liritisii  Xavy,  and  the  British  .\ation,  in  the  fall  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  loss  of 
a  hero,  whose  name  will  be  immortal,  and  his  memory  ever  dear  to  his  coimtry  ;  but  my  heart  is  rent  with  the 
most  poignant  grief  for  the  death  "f  a  friend,  to  whom  by  many  years  intimacy,  and  a  perfect  knowledge  cf 
the  virtues  o(  his  mind,  with  ideas  superior  to  the  common  race  of  men,  1  was  l)ouiid  !)v  tiii-  stroiii^est  ties  of 
affection;  a  grief  to  which  even   the  gloridLis  occasion  (in  which  he  fell  does  not  bring  thr  consolation  which 
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perhaps  it  ought;  his  Lordship  received  a  musket  ball  in  his  left  breast,  about  the  middle  of  the  action,  and 
sent  an  officer  to  me  immediately  with  his  last  farewell ;  and  soon  after  expired.  I  have  also  to  lament 
the  loss  of  those  excellent  ofhcers,  Captains  Duff  of  the  '  Mars,'  and  Cooke  of  the  '  Bellerophon  ' ;  I  have  yet 
heard  of  none  others. 

"  I  fear  the  numbers  that  are  fallen  will  be  found  very  great  when  the  returns  come  to  me  :  but  it  having 
blown  a  gale  of  wind  ever  since  the  action,  I  have  not  yet  had  it  in  my  power  to  collect  any  reports  from  the 
ships.  The  '  Roy.ai,  Sovereign'  '  having  lost  her  masts,  except  the  tottering  foremast,  I  called  the  '  Euryalus  '  to 
me,  while  the  action  continued,  which  ship  lying  within  hail,  made  my  signals,  a  service  Captain  Blackwood 
performed  with  very  great  attention.  After  the  action  I  shifted  my  flag  to  her,  that  I  might  more  easily 
communicate  my  orders  to,  and  collect  the  ships,  and  towed  the  '  Royal  Sovereign  '  out  to  seaward.  The  whole 
fleet  were  now  in  a  very  perilous  situation,  many  dismasted  ;  all  shattered,  in  thirteen  fathom  water,  off  the 
shoals  of  Trafalgar  ;  and  when  I  made  signal  to  prepare  to  anchor,  few  of  the  ships  had  an  anchor  to  let  go, 
their  cables  being  shot :  but  the  same  good  Providence  which  aided  us  through  such  a  day  preserved  us  in  the 
night  by  the  wind  shifting  a  few  points,  and  drifting  the  ships  off  the  land,  except  four  of  the  captured 
dismasted  ships,  which  are  now  at  anchor  off  Trafalgar,  and  I  hope  will  ride  safe  until  those  gales  are  over. 

"  Having    thus   detailed    tlie    proceedings   of    the    fleet  on  this  occasion,   I   beg  to  congratulate  their 

Lordships  on  a  victory  which  I  hope  will  add  a  ray  to  the  glory  of  His  Majesty's  Crown,  and  be  attended  with 

public  benefit  to  our  country 

"  I  am,  &c., 

"(Signed)     C.    COLLINGWOOD." 
"  To  the  Secretarv  of  the  .^dmiraltv." 


General  Orders. 


"' F.UKYALiis,' October  2jncl,  1805. 
"The  ever-1o-be-Iamented  death  of  [.ord  Viscount  Nelson,  Duke  of  Bronte,  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
who  fell  in  the  action  of  the  21st,  in  the  arms  of  victory,  covered  with  glory,  whose  memory  will  be  ever  dear 
to  the  liritish  navy  and  the  P>ritish  nation,  whose  zeal  for  the  honour  of  his  King,  and  for  the  interest  of  his 
country,  will  be  ever  held  up  as  a  shining  example  for  a  liritish  seaman,  leave  to  me  a  duty  to  return  niy 
thanks  to  the  Right  Honourable  Rear-Admiral,  the  Captains,  Ollicers,  Seamen  and  detachments  of  Royal 
Marines,  serving  on  board  his  Majesty's  squadron,  now  under  my  command,  for  their  conduct  on  that  day  ;  but 
where  can  I  find  language  to  express  my  sentiments  of  the  valour  and  skill  which  were  displayed  by  the 
(Officers,  the  Seamen,  and  Marines,  in  the  battle  with  the  enemy,  where  every  individual  appeared  an  hero,  on 
whom  the  glory  of  his  country  depended  ;  the  attack  was  irresistible,  and  the  issue  of  it  adds  to  the  page  of 
Naval  Annals  a  brilliant  instance  of  what  I'ritons  can  do,  when  their  King  and  their  country  need  their  service. 

"  To  the  Right  Hon.  fiear-Admiral  the  Earl  of  Northesk,  to  the  Captains,  Ollicers,  and  Seamen,  and  to 
the  Oflicers,  Non-commissioned  Officers,  and  Privates  of  the  I^oyal  .Marines,  I  beg  to  give  my  sincere  and  hearty 
thanks  for  their  highly  meritorious  conduct,  both  in  the  action,  and  HI  their  /.cal  and  aiiivity  in  bringing  the 
captured  ships  out  from  the  perilous  situation  in  which  they  were,  after  their  surrender,  among  the  shoals  of 
Trafalgar,  in  boisterous  weather.  And  I  desire  that  the  re^pective  Captains  will  be  pleased  to  coniniunicate  to 
the  Oflicers,  Seamen,  and  Royal  Marines,  this  public  testimony  of  my  high  approbation  of  their  londLict,  and 

my  thanks  for  it. 

■•(Signed)   C.    COI.I.INi.Wi  )()L). 
•■To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Rear-.Admiral  the  \:nt\  of  Northesk, 
and  the  respective  Captains  and  Commanders." 


GENERAL   OUhEKS.  ,^ 

I  lie  Alniiglity  God,  whose  arm  is  strengtli,  having  of  His  great  mercy  been  pleased  to  crown  the 
exertions  of  his  Majesty's  fleet  with  success,  in  giving  them  a  complete  victory  over  his  enemies,  on  the  21st  <if 
this  month  ;  and  that  all  praise  and  thanksgiving  may  be  offered  up  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  for  the  great 
benefit  to  our  country  and  to  mankind  ;  I  have  thought  proper  that  a  day  should  be  appointed  for  general 
humiliation  before  Ciod,  and  tlianksgiving  for  His  merciful  goodness,  imploring  forgiveness  of  sins,  a 
continuation  of  His  divine  mercy,  and  His  constant  aid  to  us,  in   defence  of  our  country's  liberties  and  laws, 

and  without   which,  the  utmost  efforts  of  man  are  nought,  and  direct  therefore  that be  appointed  for 

this  holy  purpose. 

"Given  on  board  the  '  Euin-ALUs,'  off  Cape  'I'rafalgar,  22nd  October,  1805. 

"(Signed)    C.  COLl.IXGWOOD. 
"  To  the  respective  Captains  and  Commanders  ' 

"  N.R. — The  fleet  having  been  dispersed  by  a  gale  of  wind,  no  day  has  yet  been  able  to  be  appointed  for 
the  above  purpose." 


FURTHER     DESPATCH     OF    VICE-ADMIRAL    COLLINGWOOD. 

"  '  EuRYALUS,'  off  Cadiz,  October  24th,  1805. 
"Sir, — In  my   letter  of  the   22nd,  I  detailed  to  you,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  .Admiralty,  the  proceedings  of  His  Majesty's  squadron  on  the  day  of  the  action,  and  that  preceding  it,  since 
which  I  have   had  a  continued  series  of  misfortunes,   but  they  are  of  a  kind  that  human  prudence  could  not 
possibly  provide  against,  or  my  skill  prevent. 
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"  ( )n  tlie  2jnd  in  the  morning,  a  strong  southerly  wind  blew,  with  squally  weather,  which  however,  did 
not  prevent  the  activity  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of  such  ships  as  were  manageable  from  getting  hold  of  many 
of  the  prizes  (thirteen  or  fourteen.)  and  towing  them  off  to  the  westward,  where  I  ordered  them  to  rendezvous 
round  the  '  Royal  Sovereign'  in  tow  by  the  '  Neptune'  ;  but  on  the  23rd,  the  gale  increased,  and  the  sea  ran 
so  high,  that  many  of  them  broke  tlie  tow  rope,  and  drifted  far  to  leeward  before  they  w^ere  got  hold  of  again, 
and  some  of  them  taking  advantage  in  the  dark  and  boisterous  night,  got  before  the  wind,  and  have  perhaps 
drifted  on  someshore~and  sunk.  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  the  remnant  of  the  combined  Fleet,  ten  sail  of 
ships,  which  liad  not  been  much  engaged,  stood  up  to  leeward  of  my  shattered  and  straggled  charge,  as  if 
meaning  to  attack  them,  which  obliged  me  to  collect  a  force  out  of  the  least  injured  ships,  and  form  to  leeward 
for  their  defence  ;  all  this  retarded  the  progress  of  the  hulks,  and  the  bad  weather  continuing,  determined  me 
to  destroy  all  the  leewardmost  that  could  be  cleared  of  their  men,  considering  that  keeping  possession  of  the 
ships  was  a  matter  of  little  consequence  compared  with  the  chance  of  their  falling  again  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy ;  but  even  this  was  an  arduous  task  in  the  high  sea  which  was  running.  I  hope,  however,  it  has  been 
accomplished  to  a  considerable  extent ;  I  entrusted  it  to  skilful  officers,  who  will  spare  no  pains  to  execute 
what  was  possible.  The  Captains  of  the 'Prince'  and  'Neptune'  cleared  the  'Trinidad'  and  sunk  her. 
Captains  Hope,  Baynton,  and  Malcolm,  who  had  jomed  the  lleet  this  moment  from  tiibraltar,  had  the  charge 
of  destroying  four  others.  The  'Redoubtable,'  sunk  astern  of  the  '  Swiftsure  '  while  in  tow.  The 
'  SanT/V  Anna,'  I  have  no  doubt,  is  sunk,  as  her  side  was  almost  entirely  beat  in;  and  such  is  the  shattered 
condition  of  the  whole  of  them,  that  unless  the  weather  moderates,  1  doubt  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  carry 
a  ship  of  them  into  port.  1  hope  their  Lordships  will  approve  of  what  I  (having  , only  in  consideration  the 
destruction  of  the  enemy's  fleet)  havethought  a  measure  of  absolute  necessity. 
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"  I  liave  taken  Admiral  \'illeneuve  into  this  ship  :  \'i(  e-Adniiral  Don  Aliva  is  dead.  Whenever  the 
temper  of  the  weather  will  permit  and  I  can  spare  a  frigate  (for  there  were  only  four  in  the  action  with  the 
fleet,  '  EuRYALUS,'  'Sirus,'  '  Phcebe,'  and  '  Naiad  ;  the  'fMELPOMENE  '  joined  on  the  22nd,  and  the  '  EukYUicE  ' 
and 'Scout  '  the  23rd,)  I  shall  collect  the  other  Flag-Officers,  and  send  them  to  England  with  their  Flags, 
(if  they  do  not  go  tci  the  bottom)  to  be  laid  at  His  Majesty's  feet. 

"  There  were  four  thousand  troops  embarked,  under  the  command  of  General  Conianun,  who  was  taken 
with  Admiral  \'illeneuve  in  the  '  Bucentaure.' 

"  I  am.  Sir, 

"(Signed)  C.  COLLINGWOOD. 
"  To  the  Secretary  of  the  .Admiralty." 
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'T^JiE  £nglisd  7leet  eonshted  of  27  Sljips 


\'ictory 

Royal  Sovereign 
Britannia 
Temeraire 
Prince 
Tonnant 
Belleisle 
Revenue 
Mars 
Neptune 
Spartiate 
Defiance 
Conqueror 
Defence 
Colossus 
Leviathan 
Ach  I  Ik- 
Be  Uerophon 
Minotaur 
Orion 
Swiftsure 
I'dlyphemus 
Africa 

Agamemnon 
Dreadnought 
Ajax 
Thunderer  ... 


27  S 

^ips  of  tde  Jsine 

Guns. 

Men. 

I  lO 

837 

I  lo 

«37 

lOO 

Soo 

9S 

73S 

9« 

738 

84 

650 

74 

59" 

74 

590 

74 

590 

qS 

73S 

:4 

590 

74 

590 

74 

590 

'.4 

590 

74 

59" 

74 

590 

74 

59" 

74 

500 

74 

590 

74 

5.50 

74 

590 

(,4 

500 

64 

jilO 

64 

500 

9« 

738 

So 

6jo 

74 

59" 

Vice-Admiral  Lord  \'iscount    Nel: 


KB. 


I  Captain  T.  M.  Hardw 
Vice-Admiral  Collingwood  :  Capt.  Rotlierham. 
Rear-Admiral  Lord  Northesk  ;  Caiit.  Bulleii. 


n  Eliab  Harvey, 
n  Grindall.         (Wounded). 
(Wounded) 

(W  ounded). 
(Killed). 


Capta 

Capta 

Captain  Tyler. 

Captain  Hargood. 

Captain  Moorsom. 

Captain  Duff. 

Captain  Freemantle. 

Captain  Sir  F   Lafore 

Captain  Durham. 

Captain  Pellew. 

Captain  G.  Hope. 

Captain  Morris. 

Captain  Bayntun. 

Captain  R   King. 

Cajitain  J.  Cooke  (ist)  (Killed) 

Cajitain  Mansfield. 

Captain  Codrington. 

Cajitain  Rutherford. 

Cajitain  Redmill. 

Cajjtain  H.  Digb\. 

Cajitain  Sir  E.  Berr\. 

Cajitain  Conn. 

Lieutenant  J.  Pilford  (Acting). 

Lieutenant  J.  Stockham  (Acting! 


(Wounded). 


(Wounded). 


This  list  i. 
I^Me  eombined  fleets 


i  copied  from  a  print  of  Vicc-Admiral  Colliiig-wood's  Despatch,  published  in  1803. 

of  D'ranee  and  Spain  consisted  of  33  S6ips  of  t6e  Jsine. 


Taken  and  destroyed. 

Taken  and  destroved. 

Taken  and  destroyed. 

Esca|)ed. 

Destniyed. 

Taken  and  destroyed. 

Blown  up. 

Taken,  but  got  away. 

Escaped. 

Escaped. 

Dismasted,  but  escaped. 

Dismasted,  but  escaped. 

Taken. 

Taken  (formerly  English). 

Taken,  but  got  away. 

Escaped,  much  damaged. 

Escaped. 

Taken. 

Taken. 

Destroyed. 

Destroyed. 

Destroyed. 

On  shore  at  Cadiz. 

Taken  and  destroyed  (formerly  Eiii^Iish). 

Taken  and  destroyed. 

Taken  and  burnt. 

Taken  and  burnt. 

Taken  and  destroyed. 

Taken  and  destroved. 


^3 


Guns. 

.Men. 

Santissima  Trinidada 

S 

140 

^4 

1,200 

Bucentaur 

K 

800 

Rayo 

S 

100 

1,000 

Principe  d'.-^sturias 

.> 

1 12 

I, too 

Indomptable   .. 

F 

H 

800 

Fuugueux 

F 

74 

700 

AchiUe 

F 

74 

700 

Santa  .Anna 

S 

1 11 

1,100 

Montanez 

S 

74 

700 

Heros 

F 

74 

7C30 

San  Leandro  ... 

S 

74 

600 

San  Juste 

s 

700 
700 
700 

San  lldefonso  ... 

s 

74 
74 

Le  Swiftsure    ... 

F 

Algeziras 

F 

74 

700 

Pluton 

F 

74 

700 

Meptune 

F 

^4 

800 

Bahama 

s 

74 

700 

San  Nepomuceno 

S 

74 

700 

Monarca 

S 

74 

700  - 

San  Francis  d'Asis 

s 

74 

700 

Nei)tuno 

s 

S4 

Soo 

Argonaute 

F 

74 

700 

Le  Berwick 

F 

74 

700 

L'A.gle 

F 

74 

700 

Intrepide 

F 

74 

700 

San  Augustin  ... 

s 

74 

700 
700 

Redoubtable   ... 

F 

74 

.Argonauta 

S 

80 

Soo 

Formidable 

F 

80 

800 

Mont  Blanc     ... 

F 

74 

700 

Scipion 

F 

«4 

700 

Duguay  Trouin 

F 

74 

700 

Four 

.Admirals 

taken,  one  killed 

t  marked  "  F  "  are  French. 

Those  marked  "  S 

"  are  Spanish. 

P  '  ,  )  But  since  taken  by  a  Squadron 
Escaned  i  ""'^'^''  ^^^^  gallant  officer. 

Escaped  '  ^''  '^-  Strachan,  Bart. 

,  and  three  wounded. 

The  Combined  Fleets  superior  in  Guns  474,  in  .Men  8,124. 


fielson's  Sdirtdpiaee, 
iurndam  Wdorpe  ffleetory 


Isde    a)eat6  of  ff eh  on. 


'  They  have  done  for  mc  at  last.  Hardy.' 


ffelson^  Signal 

'England  expects  that  every  man  will  do  his  dul^.' 


^.M.S.  "Yktory." 


"Here  Nekon  fell  in  the  Bcillk  of  Tru/algar, 
Oclohcr  2lsl.  1805." 


W6e  Qoedfit  of  Ji.M.S.  •■Tielory.' 


"Here  T^elson  Died." 


^i^ 


Ji.M.S.  "  Victory. "—Tfehon's  Sparge 


In  which  bis  bods  was  home  up  the  Thames  on  the  was 
to  SI.  Paul's  Cathedral. 


Ji.M.S.  "  Yietory. 
JS'ehon's    Qahin. 


Monument   to   Jbord  f^ehon 
in  St.  9'auVs  Qatbedral 


Jsord  ffelson's  Qolumn. 
Trafalgar  Square,  Isondon. 


[•uilished  by  J.  iVi'U'A'S, 

The  Tunlrid^e  Welh  Fine  Art  lialteries, 
•12,  Calverley  Road, 

Near  the  Tuu'n  Hall. 
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